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“Alan R. Hoffman has done a masterful job of reacquainting us with a classic text that
deserves wider recognition. Auguste Levasseur’s account of Lafayette’s visit to
American in 1824-1825 is a ringside seat at one of the great events in American social
and cultural history. Through this fine new English translation, we are able to come
along as Lafayette travels to all twenty-four states in the Union, accepts the adulation of a
nation, and has adventures aplenty, including a harrowing shipwreck. What makes the
account all the more valuable as a commentary on America is that it reveals how very
fitting was Lafayette’s sobriquet ‘The Nation’s Guest’, as he insisted on spending time
not just with the country’s elite, but also with ordinary citizens, African Americans, and
American Indians.”

Diane Windham Shaw
Special Collections Librarian
Lafayette College
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